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riding behind to see that they did verily go to the doctor, as there had been some talk of native surgery, which Louis would not allow. The Samoan doctors, I believe, use fish-bones for lancets, and blood-poisoning is very common in consequence. The party returned later in great glee, as the doctor said there was nothing in the foot, and that the pain was caused by an * injury to the nerve/ the effects of which would pass off in a few days.
September 2$.
WE have had a quiet and uneventful week. The portrait is progressing, and there have been some half-dozen sittings already; but I cannot say yet whether it will be thoroughly successful or not Signor Nerli has walked both ways each time he has come here from Apia, and he told Louis that what struck him most about this climate was the absence of extreme heat. In Florence, where the winters are so cold, the summer heat is so great that all sorts of precautions have to be taken against sunstroke; but here there is no danger, and no special care is taken by any one. So you see I am not alone in proclaiming this the real ' temperate climate of the world/ Moreover, if you want another proof of it, you should see the cabbages that Fanny has at last succeeded in growing here; they are larger and finer than any I ever saw at home, and when Talolo was